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I'm Dreaming of a White Christmas
As the sight and sounds of the holiday season are infused into our comfortable lives, I can’t help
but think about so many Ukrainians suffering as the snow begins to fall. The result of Russia’s
ongoing destruction of Ukraine’s energy infrastructure throughout the country is that an
estimated 10 million Ukrainians face a dangerously harsh winter ahead. Ukrainians have been
pushed beyond the measure of human resilience. Yet their determination for sovereignty and
freedom outweighs this cruel reality. Winter is here to stay and with so much existing damage, it
is likely that the entire country will have to endure rolling blackouts, limited water, and freezing
temperatures until at least the end of March 2023. 

The overwhelming reality of a war-torn country that has millions of suffering children
continues to break my heart and fuel my passion for coming alongside our Ukrainian friends and
partners with humanitarian care. I am blessed and grateful to be surrounded by a strong,
passionate, and diligent board of directors and volunteers stateside who transform passion into
action. In addition, we could not be doing what we are doing without all of your love,
commitment, prayers, and financial gifts. It truly takes a village to do the work that Ukraine
Orphan Outreach is doing along with our partners in Ukraine. 

As we headed into 2022, the speculations of a potential war became a tragic reality on February
24, 2022. During the first 6-7 months of the war, our work turned into triage, as we experienced
unprecedented donations and unfathomable needs. From lifesaving evacuations from the
eastern part of Ukraine to medical first aid kits that included tourniquets and chest patches that
would potentially save more lives, UOO responded to the most urgent needs. Single mothers,
orphans, caregivers, and the elderly have all been caught in the crosshairs of this unjust war. We
navigated uncharted waters, and as we (cont. pg 2)
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Christmas is a special time to reflect on, and to celebrate, the greatest gift in history – the gift of
Jesus. Ukraine Orphan Outreach (UOO) has worked for the past decade to help bring true Christmas
celebrations to orphanages, and, with that effort, to Ukraine’s society at large. 

With Russia’s war ravaging Ukraine, the need for Christmas celebrations this year is even more
pronounced than usual. 

This year, Ukraine Orphan Outreach is hosting Christmas parties at orphanages, our transition
homes for aged-out orphans, churches, and Faith Farm. The parties will be held in Lviv, Morshyn
(the location of Faith Farm), Kramatorsk, Kherson, Sambor, Nagiyevichi, Krivyi Rih, Mizoch,
Kostopil, Tuchin, Rivne, and Boyorka. We will also host two parties in Poland, in Lodz and Utska,
for Ukrainian orphans who have been relocated during the war. (cont. pg 3)

look back on 2022, we are so grateful for the 16-plus years of relationship-building so that we
could network and act quickly, drawing on the trust we have built up, and our deep bonds with
so many Ukrainians. 

Christmas Eve will mark ten months of the war with no end in sight. As we review our outreach
in 2022 and look forward to 2023, we see and understand that Ukraine Orphan Outreach has
plenty of opportunities to come alongside our Ukrainian friends to help alleviate their suffering.
This next year will give all of us an opportunity to bring hope to a historically persecuted people
who, honestly, are fighting for all of our freedom and democracy.

So, as you gather to celebrate with friends and family during this Christmas season, on behalf of
all of us at Ukraine Orphan Outreach, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a New Year filled
with inner joy that can be transfused to those around you.  We thank each and every one of you
for being a part of the bigger STORY of caring for our brothers and sisters, especially now in
such a time as this. 

Love,
Kris Stoesz
Co-Founder and Executive Director

Ukraine Orphan Outreach

 
Christmas in the Midst of War

Written by Shonda Werry - President of UOO

 

Page 2
www.ukraineorphans.org   



The Christmas parties are a wonderful way for us to accomplish
many of our mission’s objectives, including: 

·Telling the story of Jesus: For many children in the orphanages,
Christmas comes and goes each year without any awareness of
the meaning of the holiday, or the story of Jesus’ birth. At our
parties, we share that story and talk about the gift-giving in the
context of the gift of Jesus.

·Thanking the orphanage caregivers: Orphanage employees,
(caregivers) are overworked and underpaid. Our Christmas
celebrations are a way to thank the staff. We provide a small gift
to each caregiver at the orphanage, with a card to thank each
individual for investing in these children’s lives. 

l
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·Creating inroads with orphanages and strengthening our relationships with orphanage
staff: Our ability to work in orphanages throughout the year is dependent on our
relationships with orphanage directors and staff. These annual Christmas parties help us
develop new relationships and strengthen existing relationships.

·Bringing joy to children: For many children in the orphanages, Christmas is like any other
day – limited food selections, no presents, and no cause for celebration. Our celebrations
are about much more than a simple afternoon party. We are providing joy and hope to
children in the orphanage system. 

Thank you for partnering with us to help make Christmas meaningful to so many children,
vulnerable families, and refugees. Your support of our Christmas program means we will
be able to bring hope to communities in despair and to bring smiles and moments of
happiness to a country desperately in need of joy this season. 

 
Power to the People

Written by: Clarke Stoesz 

 

 From the beginning of the invasion, the call has resounded across Europe and North America
to help Ukrainians during this horrific struggle against this terrorist attack. We have been
blessed as an organization to be connected to so many partners in Ukraine, and we were able
to mobilize swiftly as each need presented itself. Our supporters responded overwhelmingly
to help us meet these needs. (continued on pg. 4) 
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Ukrainians are taking on the fight for freedom on
behalf of all other countries to one degree or another,
and the human suffering is on a scale that is difficult to
fathom. Now, more than ever, we have a chance to
boost their efforts in so many tangible ways. Though
the Ukrainians have demonstrated a resolve and
determination that was unexpected to many, we must
ensure they are equipped!

All forms of merchandise and supplies have been in
demand with specific purposes. Right now, the life-
saving need is for a basic tool that we all take for
granted – electricity. Basic warmth, communication,
and lights are now in jeopardy in all of Ukraine.
Generators and power banks have become impossible to
find in Ukraine, and our partners have even struggled
to secure the ideal equipment while traveling to Poland
and Germany. 

 
Power to the People (continued from page 3)

 

We are happy to report that we have successfully purchased and deployed generators to
our projects in 8 different cities and multiple sites. As of this writing, we are securing
more units, and working on logistics to get units to Kramatorsk. These generators are set
up at “Hot Rooms” in Morshyn at our shelter, providing a communal place to get warm,
charge your phone, and get a warm cup of tea and food. In Rivne, Pastor Vlad used their
generators in a similar way at a gathering tent, becoming “the light of Rivne,” says Vlad.
He referenced how his church is literally being used as the light of the world, often the
only bright warm spot in the city during recent outages.

Pastor Vlad is grateful to provide
light and heat to his church and

surrounding community

The children at the center at Faith Farm are so grateful to see the new
generator that will bring them heat and light during the frigid winter months. 
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Ukraine Orphan Outreach 
my little story

written by Oksana Gorbunova 
Field Director for UOO

 
Miracles happen in the war.

The last nine months became another life with so many
happenings. In times with lots of problems, fights, losses, grief,
tiredness, and emotions there is always a place for dignity,
courage, braveness, mercy, love, and miracles.

We at Fatih Farm are taking care of 180+ refugees and it's not easy,
but we see God’s mercy every single day, such as beds and
mattresses for 60 orphans. In addition, we have winter clothes for
all our people, food, shelter, everyday protection, and mental care.
We don’t have electricity and heating but we have a God who
provides hope and protection from rockets and His Almighty hand
is providing life's essential needs.

There is always time for miracles.  

Our response to the war in
Ukraine has been an incredible

journey of listening to needs,
responding in faith, and

empowering resilient people who
deserve freedom as much as

anyone. 
 

Our organization has grown in
the many ways that we have

been able to impact others while
keeping the focus on the least.

 
Thanks to your support, a

difference is being made in so
many lives.

Your 2022 Impact

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." 

 

HELEN KELLER
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The View From Ukraine
A Report from UOO Board Member Jim Lechner

 
 I have spent most of the past ten months in Ukraine –

and the experience has been incredibly inspiring and
rewarding – and, at times, also traumatic. 

I arrived in Kyiv on March 16, 2022, in the midst of the
Russian siege. Just days before, I had received a call via
my military veteran network, and had accepted an
opportunity to provide security for the Newsmax
television crew in Kyiv. Upon arrival in Kyiv, I also took
on the role of correspondent. This position provided me
with great access to many areas and events, as we
covered the siege over the following few weeks from
inside the city. Later, as the Russians retreated from
Kyiv, we accompanied Ukrainian security forces as they
reoccupied battlefields such as Irpen, Bucha and
Ghostomel. 

 
 
 
 

 
As a combat veteran of five previous wars, I have been on many battlefields but had never
before seen such carnage and destruction as what occurred in these once-picturesque
suburbs in Ukraine. 

The losses inflicted on the Russian army units were catastrophic. Entire columns,
containing scores of vehicles and hundreds of soldiers were wiped out. The brutal combat
was indiscriminate, and tragically hundreds of civilians were caught in the crossfire or
died in their homes as the maelstrom of modern combat raged around them. 

Following our travels across the battlefields and coverage of these events, to our
amazement, life quickly began to return to normal in Kyiv. The events in Kyiv were my
first exposure to the inspirational resiliency of Ukrainians. 
 
With life returning to normal in Kyiv, our team moved on to the battles still raging in the
east and south. Our next stop was Kharkiv, where we again witnessed the mass destruction
brought on by a modern army using “old school” tactics with mass artillery and tanks
pounding the city. We repeatedly came into contact with stalwart civilians refusing to
leave their basement refuges, proclaiming defiance and their faith by painting “God Is
With Us!” in huge letters for the Russians to see on the walls outside their buildings. We
also accompanied medical and aid teams as they traversed the subways of Kharkiv
bringing relief to tens of thousands of civilians trapped there for weeks under the constant
artillery bombardment. (continued on pg. 7)

 
 

Jim Lechner in Ukraine
Reporting for NewsMax
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After these experiences, I felt an additional calling to my role in Ukraine. I had come as a
soldier, became a correspondent, and now saw the need to help provide some relief to the
suffering of these people.
 
The Lord, in his perfect time, gave me the opportunity to do this through Ukraine Orphan
Outreach (UOO). On my latest return trip to Ukraine this year I was allowed to witness the
great ministries going on around Rivne and Lviv. These great Christian men and women, in
partnership with UOO, are tirelessly reaching out and caring for orphans and needy children
with food, clothing, supplies, and, most importantly, the Gospel, as they have been doing
for years. 

With the ongoing war, UOO has expanded its ministry to help refugees, veterans, and
families of fallen Ukrainian servicemen.  It has been such an honor to be a part of each of
these efforts, which touch lives and bring relief in the name of Jesus Christ on a daily basis. 

The latest project underway is providing Christmas to the children in orphanages and
refugee centers. In addition to the standard needs of food and clothing, the Good News of
the birth of Jesus Christ will be celebrated during the winter of these difficult times to
include carrying relief and that message of hope into places like the newly liberated city of
Kherson and areas still under siege like Kramatorsk. While the geo-political morass of the
war and US/European aid often seems an impenetrable fog, UOO for me has been the most
tangible way to directly impact the lives of Ukrainians. I have been blessed to be a part of
UOO’s team on the ground in Ukraine at this important moment in Ukraine’s history. 

 
The View From Ukraine (continued from page 6)

 
 
 

 
Life is Better on Faith Farm

By Kris Stoesz
 As a response to the war and the need to care for an estimated 12 million displaced

Ukrainians, we are planning for and implementing a hopeful future. We are in the process
of purchasing land in western Ukraine close to Morshyn where we currently are farming,
building housing, and developing a fruitful community that will become a sustainable
home for those suffering so much pain, trauma, and loss. 

Faith Farm will provide homes for an estimated 50-75 people in the first phase of dorm-
style housing that is currently being built, as well as provide produce, meat, fish, and dairy
for the surrounding community. Phase two of a second dorm will begin after the
completion and funding of phase one. 

Since the start of the war, we have already invested in people's lives through Faith Farm
with financial gifts from our donors of approximately $85,000. We are now challenged with
raising more funds to complete the purchase of the land as well as the completion of
construction, general farm costs, and worker's salary. We are grateful for how we have
witnessed donations for the farm to help with the purchase as well as monthly operation
costs. We continue to take necessary steps forward in faith for the completion of this
project. 
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Ukraine Orphan Outreach 
Life is Better on Faith Farm

A Photo Story
 
 
 

" Faith Farm is a place of opportunity and new projects. The farm synthesizes
three things at once. First, it is providing jobs to the refugees that have
relocated from dangerous parts of Ukraine. Second, we are growing food for
all and will have additional crops/meat to sell to our surrounding community.
And the third thing is we will provide housing in the new Farm House for those
who live and work on the farm." 

Zhenya, Leader at Faith Farm

On behalf of the Ukraine Orphan Outreach Board of
Directors, we wish you all a blessed holiday season. If you

have any questions, please feel free to call or email and we
would be happy to talk with you. Clarke and Kris will be

heading to Ukraine from December 28-Jan 6, 2023. We
appreciate your prayers and support during our trip.

 
kstoesz@aol.com (970) 290-6588
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